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Florence And this fact should be borne in mind as counter-
balancing the baseless statements so often made as to Lorenzo
having led the Florentines into profligacy. Nor even when
Savonarola's preaching was aimed against himself did Lo-
renzo lesent it. Preaching against the prevailing licentiousness
of the times, Savonarola, in predicting the downfall of the
various states of Italy before a foreign conqueror, unless a
general reformation of morals took place, included among
the dynasties who were thus to fall, not only the King of
Naples, the Sforza at Milan, the Este at Ferrara, and the
occupant of the Papal throne, but also the Medici at Floience.
Yet Lorenzo showed no resentment, and took no steps to stop
this preaching, though his paramount influence with Pope
Innocent VIII would have enabled him at any moment to
procure Savonarola's removal In the following year Lorenzo
gave a further example of worthy command over himself. In
that year Savonarola was elected prior of the monastery of
San Marco, the monastery which had been entirely built and
endowed by the Medici. It was consequently customary for
the prior on being elected to pay a complimentary visit to
the head of the Medici family. Yet when Savonarola, deeming
this a worldly and unseemly custom, declined to observe it,
Lorenzo treated the discourtesy with dignified forbearance,
only saying with a smile: "See now! here is a stranger who
has come into my house and will not deign even to visit me."
Nevertheless he showed good-will to the prior, often attended
his services, and gave as liberally as heretofore to San Marco.
During these two years, 1490 and 1491, Lorenzo was
greatly harassed by the quarrel between the King of Naples
and the Pope, and by the strenuous labour it involved on his
part to keep them from coming to an open rupture. King
Ferrante persistently evaded compliance with the terms of
the treaty which he had made with the Pope in 1486, and
Lorenzo had to exert all his powers of persuasion with Inno-
cent VIII to prevent him from endeavouring to enforce it.
At length, however, in February 1492 Lorenzo's efforts to